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PURPOSE 
Since Hudson Township is a very rural area, our board feels that improving the recreation 
opportunities at our parks will help draw others to our community. Hudson Township is 
dedicated to providing its residents and those visiting the township, with opportunities and 
facilities necessary to encourage healthy lifestyles and enjoyment of the outdoors. A goal of the 
township is to make others aware of the diversity of recreation opportunities in the community, 
which include hunting, fishing, miles of off-road vehicle and snowmobile trails. Thus, Hudson 
Township believes that it is imperative to maintain, improve, and expand its parks and 
recreational resources. In order to achieve this, Hudson Township must seek means to leverage 
local dollars with grant resources to finance projects laid forth in its Parks and Recreation 
Action Program, which will be critical if Hudson Township is to achieve its goals for parks and 
recreation. This plan intends to secure Hudson Township’s eligibility to apply for recreation 
grants over the next five years.  
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
Hudson Township is centrally located within the western half of Mackinac County and lies 
within the area described as T44N – R8W and T42, T43N – R8W. The township has a total area 
of 69.5 square miles. Garfield Township borders Hudson Township the west, Pentland and 
Hulbert townships border it to the north, Hendricks Township borders it to the east, and the 
southern portion of the township is comprised of Lake Michigan shoreline. The township 
centers include the small, unincorporated communities of Garnet and Rexton. The Hudson 
Township: Location map on page 8 provides a graphic representation. 

The table below provides relevant statistics about those inhabiting the township. One can see 
that the median age of the township is higher than the county and the state; one can also see 
that the median household income in the township is more than five and ten thousand dollars 
less than the county and state, respectively. 

!  

There are no school facilities in the township. Residents attend school in Engadine, which is 
located in the Garfield Township. 

The major thoroughfares running through the township include U.S. 2, Hiawatha Trail, and 
Borgstrom Road. The major roads have all been resurfaced and are in very good condition. 
Furthermore, Hudson Township has a vast system of off-road trails [the DNR in the process of 
upgrading maps]. Snow mobile and all-terrain vehicle (ATV) enthusiasts can travel to any of the 
surrounding communities via the trail system, which includes Naubinway, Engadine, Newberry, 
Curtis, Epoufette, Carp River, St. Ignace, Trout Lake, and Tahquamenon Falls.  

The climate in Hudson Township sees an annual rainfall of 31.4 inches; an annual snowfall of 
106.4 inches; 146 days with precipitation greater than 0.01 inches; 156 days that are 
predominately sunny; an average high temperature in July of 77 degree Fahrenheit; and an 
average low temperature in January of 8.3 degrees Fahrenheit (source: city-stats.org). 
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[Insert location map] 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
Hudson Township administrative duties are handled by the Hudson Township Board of 
Trustees. This Board consists of five elected members: supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two 
trustees. Hudson Township does not have a formal Park and Recreation Department. A 
Recreation Committee was formed in 2008 to assist in maintaining and developing recreational 
opportunities within the township. The recreation committee is a voluntary committee with 
members appointed by the Hudson Township Board. Hudson Township has one maintenance 
employee. 
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Township Board

Parks and 
Recreation 
Operations

Volunteer / 
Unpaid

Paid Employees

Maintenance (1)
Recreation 

Committee (4)

Has authority to commit 
funds for parks and 
recreation, accept grants, 
and purchase land on 
behalf of the township.

Responsible for updating and 
maintaining the recreation 
plan, fundraising for parks 
and recreation, and 
stimulating public 
engagement.  

Maintains township park and 
Garnet Lake Cemetery (12/
hr.), which equates to about 
20 hr. per week. Wages paid 
for from general fund.



PARKS AND RECREATION BUDGET & FUNDING 

Monies invested in parks and recreation for Hudson Township have come from the general 
fund, fundraising, grant monies, and donations. The township board plans to work with the 
township board of trustees on future allocations.  

Past, Present, and Projected Parks and Recreation Budget: 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER AGENCIES & ENTITIES 

Hudson Township works in conjunction with the following entities in regards to funding 
support, providing recreational opportunities, and technical assistance: 

▪ Graymont Fund (community development grant fund available in area) 
▪ Mackinac Economic Alliance 
▪ H+H (local event that raises money for fire department) 
▪ Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
▪ Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
▪ Eastern Upper Peninsulas Regional Planning and Development Commission  
▪ Hendricks Township  

Additionally, Hudson Township has been working with the Michigan Great Lakes Water Trails 
Working Group to improve access to water trails that run along the township’s shores.  

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

Hudson Township does administer 2 parks and recreation programs at this point in time. The 
township has taken care of Garnet Lake Park, a DNR-owned park, for over 25 years, managing 
and making improvements. Since the beech disease, the township has cleared numerous 
diseased trees from the park, and other dead-fall problems that could endanger campers. The 
township has improved the picnic tables adding some new ones, cleaned up the area, added a 
dock at the boat launch, and replaced some of the fire rings. Because of the generosity of the 
Sault Tribe this has made these improvements possible. 

At our township park, the township has added a pavilion, outdoor privy, new swings, new 
collapsible picnic tables, electric power to the pavilion and a power source at the ball field. 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

$1,200 $1,500 $2,500 $3,500 $4,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$2,000 $2,000 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500
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INVENTORY 
The data provided in this section was collected by the Hudson Township Recreation Committee 
and the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and Development Commission (EUPRPDC) 
using inventories created for past iterations of this plan, internet resources including Google, 
www.landtrust.org, www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/Default.aspx#map-tab, 
Conservation And Recreation Lands (CARL) GIS data obtained from Ducks Unlimited, and 
additional GIS data possessed by EUPRPDC. 

ADA COMPLIANCE RANKING EACH FACILITY: 

1 = None of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
2 = Some of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
3 = Most of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
4 = The entire facility/park area meets accessibility guidelines.  
5 = The entire facility/park area was developed/renovated using the principals of universal 
design.  

Parks and Recreation Facilities Owned By Township 

Asset 
Name Location Size Purpose/Use

ADA 
Accessib

ility

Pho
to

Hudson 
Township 

Park
46°09'30.3"N 
85°17'29.3"W

14 
acres

Ball park (electricity), 
playground equipment, sledding 

hill, community activities, 
pavilion (electricity, concession 

stand), outdoor bathroom, 
indoor bathroom (in fire hall), 

BBQ for a fee, concerts

3 23

Township 
Hall

46°09'39.6"N 
85°14'24.4"W

One  
Acre

Graduations, parties, senior 
citizen dinner, basketball hoop, 

kids play area, soccer goal, 
hockey net

2 23
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OTHER PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES IN TOWNSHIP 

See the Hudson Township: Recreation Inventory map on the following page; see maps in 
Appendix A to reference land cover, land ownership, elevation, and soil types. 

Asset Name Location Size Purpose/Use Pho
to

Garnet Lake 
State Forest 

Campground

46°09'18.6"N 
85°17'55.5"W 54 ac

10 primitive camp sites, fishing (pike, 
smallmouth bass, sunfish), ORV trails are 
accessible from this site. Not open during 

winter months, but is used for snowmobiling

24

Hog Island 
State Forest 

Campground

46°04'53.6"N 
85°18'28.3"W - DNR-ran park; mostly used in spring/fall 

when fish are in the Black River 24

Black River Throughout 
township - Fishing

Lake Superior 
& Sault Ste. 
Marie State 
Forest Area

Throughout 
township - ORV trails, hunting, hiking, birding

Dollar Lake Fishing
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[Insert recreation inventory map] 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT 
The Hudson Township Board appointed the Recreation Committee in order to carry out the 
necessary actions required when putting together a recreation plan. In order to do this, the 
Recreation Committee, in conjunction with the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and 
Development Commission, plans to solicit public input in the following ways: 

▪ Public Input Questionnaire 
➲ This questionnaire was made available online on  

▪ Public Input Session 
➲ The Public Input Session, held on  

▪ Public Hearing 
➲ The Public Hearing was used to give members of the public an opportunity to 

speak before the board and the recreation committee and express their thoughts 
on the final draft of the plan. It was held on  

!  9
Hudson Township 2017 – 2021 Recreation Plan



GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
The purpose of this 5-year plan for Hudson Township is to expand the recreational 
opportunities for township residents and visitors. To make this a reality, this plan will work to 
achieve 4 main goals. Each goal will have objectives to guide progress through various initiatives 
and projects. The next section, Action Program, will delineate when, where, and how certain 
objectives will be met by Hudson Township. 

The rationale for these goals and objectives are rooted in the insights gleaned from the 
Recreation Questionnaire and the Public Input Session as well as from discussions with the 
Trout Lake Township Board of Trustees. 

GOAL 1: DEVELOP A MAIN ATTRACTION IN THE TOWNSHIP THAT IS 
RECREATION-BASED AND CENTERED AROUND GARNET LAKE. 

RATIONALE: HUDSON TOWNSHIP IS A SMALL MUNICIPALITY LACKING AN 
ATTRACTION THAT CONSISTENTLY BRINGS PEOPLE AND, IN TURN, 
DOLLARS IN THE COMMUNITY. BY DEVELOPING LAND FOR RECREATIONAL 
USE AROUND GARNET LAKE, A FORMER DNR SITE, HUDSON TOWNSHIP 
WILL BE ABLE TO TOUT ITSELF AS A RECREATIONAL FOCAL POINT IN THE 
REGION. 

OBJECTIVES: 

 1.1: Finalize Garnet Lake land acquisition. 
 1.2: Identify site for boardwalk. 
 1.3: Commission engineering for boardwalk and site development. 
 1.4: Install boat launch. 
 1.5: Upgrade all campsites. 
 1.6: Commission engineering for ORV campsites. 
 1.7: Stock Garnet Lake for fishing. 
 1.8: Plant identification and interaction along walking trails in the park. 
 1.9: Construct osprey viewing platform. 
 1.10: Develop an ORV campsite to the southeast of existing campsites. 
 1.11: Equip campsites with electrical hookups. 
 1.12: Construct science and learning platform along the water. 
 1.13: Construct boardwalk along lake. 
 1.14: Construct small cabins at camping area. 
 1.15: Install bathrooms at ORV camping area. 
 1.16: Install exercise stations. 
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GOAL 2: PURSUE PROJECTS THAT CONNECT HUDSON TOWNSHIP WITH 
OTHER REGIONAL ENTITIES. 

RATIONALE: TO EXPAND WHAT THE TOWNSHIP IS ABLE TO PROVIDE TO 
THOSE LIVING IN AND VISITING HUDSON TOWNSHIP, HUDSON TOWNSHIP 
MUST CULTIVATE AND MAINTAIN RELATIONSHIPS TO BUILD THE REQUIRED 
CAPACITY. 

OBJECTIVES: 

2.1: Engage the tribal community to enhance the cultural opportunities in the township 
by providing historical information and host cultural events. 

 2.2: Connect Garnet Lake with Strouble Lake site in Hendricks Township.  
 2.3 Create an ORV Campground in the southeast corner of property. 

!  11
Hudson Township 2017 – 2021 Recreation Plan



ACTION PROGRAM 
The action plan for this five-year plan will be dictated by the monies available through grants, 
fundraising, donations, and general township funds. These projects can be realized through the 
cooperation, assistance, and expertise of county, state and federal governments. This recreation 
plan may be amended at any time during its five years to change priority or to add or change 
goals and objectives with public opinion and input. All development projects will be held 
to universal compliance and American Disability Act standards. 

FUNDING SOURCES: 

▪ Township funds 

▪ Local funds (local service organizations and businesses; donations and fundraising) 

▪ Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians: 2 percent funds 

▪ MDNR: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)—min. 25 percent match 

▪ MDNR: Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)—50 percent match 

▪ MDNR: Recreation Passport (RP)—min. 25 percent match 

▪ Graymont Community and Economic Development Fund 

▪ MDEQ: Coastal Zone Management (CZM)—50 percent match 

▪ MDOT: Transportation Alternatives Program 

2017 

Recreation Site Project Project Cost Funding Sources

Garnet Lake Finalize Garnet Lake 
land acquisition $0 -

Garnet Lake Identify site for 
boardwalk $1500 Grants
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2018 

Garnet Lake
Commission 

engineering for 
boardwalk and site 

development
$2,500 St. Ignace Chamber 

Fund; DNR; local

Township Park

Engage tribal 
community to 

enhance the cultural 
opportunities in the 

township by 
providing historical 

information and host 
cultural events 

0$ -

Garnet Lake Install boat launch TBD MNRTF; RP; 
Graymont Fund

Recreation Site Project Project Cost Funding Sources

Garnet Lake Upgrade all campsites TBD MNRTF; LWCF; RP; 
Graymont Fund

Garnet Lake
Commission 

engineering for ORV 
campsites

TBD
St. Ignace Chamber 

Fund; Graymont 
Fund; local

Garnet Lake Stock lake for fishing TBD DNR; Graymont 
Fund; local

Garnet Lake
Plant identification 

and interaction along 
walking trails in the 

park
TBD

RP; Graymont Fund; 
EUPRPDC 
Community 

Development Mini-
Grant Program
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2019 

2020 

Recreation Site Project Project Cost Funding Sources

Garnet Lake Construct osprey 
viewing platform TBD MNRTF; RP

Garnet Lake
Develop an ORV 
campsite to the 

southeast of existing 
campsites

TBD MNRTF; LWCF; RP

Garnet Lake Equip campsites with 
electrical hookups TBD MNRTF; LWCF; RP

Garnet Lake
Construct science and 

learning platform 
along the water

TBD MNRTF; LWCF; RP

Garnet Lake Construct boardwalk 
along lake TBD MNRTF; LWCF; RP

Recreation Site Project Project Cost Funding Sources

Garnet Lake
Construct small 

cabins at camping 
area

TBD MNRTF; LWCF

Garnet Lake Install bathrooms at 
ORV camping area TBD MNRTF; LWCF
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2021 
Recreation Site Project Project Cost Funding Sources

Garnet Lake Install exercise 
stations TBD RP

Garnet Lake, multiple
Connect Garnet Lake 

with Strouble Lake 
site in Hendricks 

Township
TBD MNRTF; LWCF; 

Graymont Fund
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL MAPS 

The maps on the following pages were produced by the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional 
Planning & Development Commission using data procured from the following sources:  

▪ Hudson Township: Land Cover 
o Source: National Land Cover Database 2011, which was created by the Multi-

Resolution Land Characteristics Consortium. 
▪ Hudson Township: Land Ownership 

o Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources (2014) via the Center for 
Shared Solution, Michigan Department of Information Technology; and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (2012).  

▪ Hudson Township: Elevation 
o Source: Michigan Department of Technology, Management and Budget via the 

Center of Geographic Information.  
▪ Hudson Township: Soils 

o Source: Soil Survey Geographic Database (2013) via Esri Arc Online.  
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[Insert land cover map] 
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[Insert land ownership map] 
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[Insert elevation map] 
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[Insert soils map] 
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APPENDIX B: PHOTOGRAPHS 

Hudson Township Park: 

!  

Township Hall: 

!  
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Garnet Lake State Forest Campground: 

!  

Hog Island State Forest Campground: 

!  

!  24
Hudson Township 2017 – 2021 Recreation Plan



APPENDIX C: QUESTIONNAIRE & ANALYSIS 

2015 QUESTIONNAIRE 
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APPENDIX D: PROJECT RESOURCES (SITE PLANS, ETC.) 

As the plan is carried out, this is where site plans, resolutions of support, funding commitments, 
and the like should be placed.  

Hudson Township Land Transaction Application—Garnet Lake: 
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APPENDIX E: PUBLIC NOTICES & ADOPTION MEETING 
MATERIALS 

QUESTIONNAIRE  

The survey was mailed out with the tax bills in June of 2015 and February of 2016. 

PUBLIC INPUT SESSION HELD ON OCTOBER 6TH, 2015 

TBD 
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30-DAY REVIEW PERIOD NOTICE 

Date of the Notice:  
Type of the Notice:  

Plan Location:   
1.  Plan will be on the Mackinac County Website  
2. a copy to review at the Rexton General Store.   
3. A copy can be emailed to anyone requesting a copy by contacting Al Garavaglia 

(906) 595-7202  Email: altay@alphacomm.ent 
4. For those without email access call Al and a hard copy can be requested. 

Duration of Draft Plan:  Approximately 50 days  

Public Review Period: Will review at Dec. 1st meeting and final approval at 
January meeting of Hudson Township Board. 

Copy of the Notice: 

!  29
Hudson Township 2017 – 2021 Recreation Plan

mailto:altay@alphacomm.ent


PUBLIC HEARING 

Date of Notice:  
Name of Newspaper:  
Date of Meeting:  
Copy of the Notice:  
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COPY OF ADOPTION MEETING MINUTES 
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COPY OF LETTER TO REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY 
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APPENDIX F: POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORTS 
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