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PURPOSE 
 
Portage Township is dedicated to providing its residents, as well as those visiting the township, 
with opportunities and facilities necessary to encourage healthy lifestyles and enjoyment of the 
outdoors. Thus, Portage Township believes that it is imperative to maintain, improve, and expand 
its parks and recreational resources. In order to achieve this, Portage Township must seek means 
to leverage local dollars with grant resources to finance projects laid forth in its Parks and 
Recreation Action Program, which will be critical if Portage Township is to achieve its goals for 
parks and recreation. This plan intends to secure Portage Township’s eligibility to apply for 
recreation grants over the next five years.  
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
 
Portage Township is located in the northwest corner of Mackinac County, Michigan, and lies 
within the area described as T.44N – R.12W and T.44N – R.11W.  The township has a total area 
of 72 square miles, nearly 17 of which is water.   It is bordered by Lakefield Township and Pentland 
Township (Luce County), Germfask Township (Schoolcraft County) and Newton Township and 
Garfield Township (Mackinac County). The township center is the small, unincorporated 
communities of Curtis. The Portage Township: Location map on page 3 provides a graphic 
representation.  
 
The table below provides relevant statistics about those inhabiting the township. One can see that 
the median age of the township is higher than the county and the state; one can also see that the 
median household income in the township is more than five and ten thousand dollars less than 
the county and state, respectively. 
 

 
 
School-age residents of Portage Township attend class at Three Lakes Academy (K-6), at 
Tahquamenon Area Schools, Engadine Schools and Manistique Area Schools.  
 
Major roads run along each side of the township: US-2 to the South, M-28 to the North, M-117 to 
the East, and M-77 to the West.  
 
The climate in Portage Township sees an annual rainfall of 30.8 inches; an annual snowfall of 
112.9 inches; 159 days with precipitation greater than 0.01 inches; 156 days that are predominately 
sunny; an average high temperature in July of 80-degree Fahrenheit; and an average low 
temperature in January of 6.8 degrees Fahrenheit (source: city-stats.org). 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
 
Portage Township administrative duties are handled by the Portage Township Board of Trustees. 
This Board consists of five elected members: supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two trustees. A 
Recreation Committee was formed in 2008 to assist in maintaining and developing recreational 
opportunities within the township. The recreation committee is a voluntary committee with 
members appointed by the Portage Township Board. Portage Township has one maintenance 
employee. 
 
 
 
 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD

RECREATION COMMITTEE (5)

Responsible for 
updating and 

maintaining the 
recreation plan, 

fundraising for parks 
and recreation, and 
stimulating public 

engagement. 

PAID EMPLOYEES

MAINTENANCE 
STAFF (1)

Has authority to 
commit funds for 

parks and recreation, 
accept grants, and 
purchase land on 

behalf of the 
township.
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PARKS AND RECREATION BUDGET & FUNDING 
 
Monies invested in parks and recreation for Portage Township have come from the general fund, 
fundraising, grant monies, and donations. The Recreation Committee plans to work with the 
township board of trustees on future allocations to develop parks and stabilize the budget for 
parks and recreation development and maintenance, and development of a township recreation 
communications plan.  Goals are to improve the health of residents by providing recreational 
opportunities and to increase awareness of the natural environment by providing access lands 
and natural features. 
 
Past, Present, and Projected Parks and Recreation Budget: 
 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
$35,000 $35,000 $14,000 $60,000 $95,000 

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
$95,000 $163,400 $330,000* $210,000 $80,000 

2027 2028    
$95,000 $50,000    

 
 Includes $170,000 Fishing Pier Projects from 2019 NRTF grant. 

 

 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER AGENCIES & ENTITIES 
 
Portage Township works in conjunction with the following entities in regard to funding support, 
providing recreational opportunities, and technical assistance: 
 

 Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Mackinac Indians 
 Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
 Eastern Upper Peninsulas Regional Planning and Development Commission (EUPRPDC) 
 Three Lakes Academy 
 Little Traverse Conservancy 

 
Additionally, Portage Township has been working with: 
 Ericson Center for the Arts 
 Curtis Area Chamber of Commerce 
 Manistique Lakes Lions Club 
 Seney National Wildlife Refuge 
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RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
 
Portage Township does not administer any parks and recreation programs at this point in time; however, local organizers do make 
use of township-owned facilities for events they put on. Portage Township is host to events which include youth and senior baseball 
games, softball tournaments, senior lunches, fire department picnics, and holiday gatherings—all of which are open to the public as 
means of recreation. 
 
The data provided in this section was collected by the Portage Township Recreation Committee and the Eastern Upper Peninsula 
Regional Planning and Development Commission (EUPRPDC) using inventories created for past iterations of this plan, internet 
resources including Google, www.landtrust.org, www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/Default.aspx#map-tab, Conservation And 
Recreation Lands (CARL) GIS data obtained from Ducks Unlimited, and additional GIS data possessed by EUPRPDC. 
 

ADA COMPLIANCE RANKING EACH FACILITY: 
 
1 = None of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
2 = Some of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
3 = Most of the facilities/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
4 = The entire facility/park area meets accessibility guidelines. 
5 = The entire facility/park area was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES OWNED BY TOWNSHIP 
 

Asset Name Location Size Purpose/Use ADA 
Accessibility 

Photo 

Watts Stamper Park 46.204394 
85.747995 

2 acres Boat launch, picnicking 2 1 

Portage Twp. 
Recreation Area 

46.209034 
85.760618 

10 acres Ball fields, tennis courts, basketball court, 
playground 

2 2 

Portage Township 
Learning Center and 
Community Orchard 

46.211540 
85.759330 40 acres Playground, outdoor & indoor recreation 3 3 

Sa Wa Quato 
Park/Boat Launch 

(leased) 

46211202 
85.749503 28 acres Boat launch, picnicking 2 4 
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OTHER PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES IN TOWNSHIP 
 

Asset Name Location Size Purpose/Use Photo 

Cooks Bay Boat Launch 46.216633 
85.807726  Boat launch 5 

South Manistique 
Campground 

46.174510 
85.7907726  Camping 6 

Wolf Road boat 
Launch/Fishing pier 

46.189030 
85.781226  Boat Launch, Fishing 7 

Ericson Center for the Arts 46.206428 
85.751047  Educational, musical, theatrical programs 8 

Black Creek Flooding 46.216731 
85.716178  Fishing, kayaking, canoeing wildlife observation N/A 

MDNR Snowmobile Trails   Snowmobiling N/A 

MDNR ORV Trails   Off road vehicle riding N/A 

 
 
See the Portage Township: Recreation Inventory map on the following page; see maps in Appendix A to reference land cover, land 
ownership, elevation, and soil types. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT 
 
The Portage Township Board appointed the Recreation Committee in order to carry out the 
necessary actions required when putting together a recreation plan. Due to Covid, little work was 
done from 2019 to 2022.  The committee relied on the input from 2015 as well as a Public Input 
meeting held May 18, 2022 to gather ideas for the use of ARPA funds.  Many of the suggested 
ARPA fund usage ideas centered on recreation improvements to the community.  The Committee 
felt that these suggestions were timely and viable to include in this recreation plan. 
 
 Public Hearing 

 The Public Hearing was used to give members of the public an opportunity to speak 
before the board and the recreation committee and express their thoughts on the final 
draft of the plan. It was held on January 15, 2019. 
 

 ARPA Public Input Meeting 
 The Public Input Meeting gave community members a voice to offer recommendations 

for how to spend the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funding they received. It was held 
on May 18, 2022. 

 

Public Hearing 
PUBLIC HEARING ADVERTISEMENT 
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PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES 
 

Un approved Minutes of the 1-15-19 Public Meeting to accept comments on the 2019-
2023 Portage Township Recreation Plan 

 

Township Board members in attendance: Steve Sicinski, Andrea McKeage, Pat 
MacLachlan. 

Park & Rec Committee members in attendance: Bernie Hubbard, Tom Kenney 

Community members- 5 

Meeting called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Supervisor Sicinski 

 

Public Comment 

- Questions about future/proposed fishing piers and parking and garbage oversight.  

-Comments that the plan looks good. 

-Questions about proposed expansion of park on Big Manistique Lake. Are owners of 
property interested in selling, what is the grant process to purchase? 

-Discussion of what comes next in the Recreation Plan process. 

All questions and concerns were answered by committee and/ or board members. 

Plan will be presented to Portage Township Board at tonight’s board meeting for 
approval and adoption via resolution. 

Motion to adjourn at 6:53 p.m. 

 

 

Pat MacLachlan, Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 
Portage Township 2024-2028 Recreation Plan 

ARPA Public Input Meeting 
INPUT MEETING ADVERTISEMENT 
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INPUT MEETING MINUTES 

 

 



 

16 
Portage Township 2024-2028 Recreation Plan 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
 
The purpose of this 5-year plan for Portage Township is to expand the recreational opportunities 
for township residents and visitors. To make this a reality, this plan will work to achieve 4 main 
goals. Each goal will have objectives to guide progress through various initiatives and projects. 
The next section, Action Program, will delineate when, where, and how certain objectives will be 
met by Portage Township. 
 
The rationale for these goals and objectives are rooted in the insights gleaned from the 
Recreation Questionnaire and the Public Input Session as well as from discussions with the 
Portage Township Board of Trustees and the Portage Township Recreation Committee. 
 

 

GOAL 1- INCREASE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND AWARENESS OF PORTAGE 

TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMPLEX 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Provide public recreation facilities that promote community events and where 

residents and visitors can enjoy the complex. 
2. Construct multipurpose pavilion and storage facility. 
3. Construct fences around the softball field, tennis and basketball courts. 
4. Develop natural boundaries around recreation complex. 
5. Develop path/trail between Learning Center and Recreation Complex. 
6. Work with Three Lakes Academy to update playground equipment at Rec Area 

and Learning Center. 
 

GOAL 2 - IMPROVE WATER ACCESS IN PORTAGE TOWNSHIP 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
1. SaWaQuato Park 

a. Shoreline restoration 
b. Improve accessibility to artesian well  
c.  Construct a pavilion  
d. Develop a swimming beach. 

2. Watts Stamper Park and Access site 
a. Improve and update existing boat launch/boat launch dock 

3.  Provide a variety of accessible fishing access sites across the township. 
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GOAL 3 - DEVELOP MULTI PURPOSE TRAILS IN PORTAGE 

TOWNSHIP 
 
 OBJECTIVES:   

1. Identify all trail segments – motorized, non-motorized/all-season, seasonal 
and who owns and maintains them. 

2. Establish new or refurbished trail segments that connect other trail segments 
or parks and recreational facilities. 

 
This goal will be an ongoing project throughout the five-year plan and segments may 
be implemented as other yearly projects are worked on. 
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ACTION PROGRAM 
 
The action plan for this five-year plan will be dictated by the monies available through grants, fundraising, donations, and general 
township funds. These projects can be realized through the cooperation, assistance, and expertise of county, state and federal 
governments. This recreation plan may be amended at any time during its five years to change priority or to add or change goals and 
objectives with public opinion and input. Projects are listed in chronological order; however as specific funds may become available the 
order of implementation may change. All development projects will be held to universal compliance and American 
Disability Act standards. 
 

FUNDING SOURCES: 
 

 Township funds 
 Local funds (local service organizations and businesses; donations and fundraising) 
 Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians: 2 percent funds 
 MDNR-TF: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund —min. 25 percent match 
 MDNR-WP:  Michigan Department of Natural Resources Waterways Program – 50 percent match 
 LWCF: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)—50 percent match 
 RP: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Recreation Passport (RP)—min. 25 percent match 
 MDEQ-CZM: Coastal Zone Management (CZM)—50 percent match 
 MDOT TAP: Transportation Alternatives Program 
 USDA-RD:  USDA Rural Development (Community Facilities) – grant/loan combinations 
 DEQ-CZM:  Department of Environmental Quality Coastal Zone Management – 50 percent match 
 CF:  Community Foundation 
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2024 
 

Project Location Estimated Cost Project 
Leadership Project Partners Appropriate 

Grant Sources 

Fishing Piers 
*In process 

Shoe Pac Creek bridge 
area; North 135 road 

bridge Portage 
Creek 

170,000 Township Board Department 
Natural Resources 

Currently approved 
funding from 

MDNR-TF 

Improve 
walking/fitness 

track at the 
Community 

Orchard 

Southwest end of 
Township Recreation 

Area 
30,000 Township Board Local sponsors 

RP, 
Local funds, CF, 

USDA-RD, MDNR-
TF 

Improve Trail 
System-Three Lakes 

to Rec. Complex 
including signage 
paths and parking 

area 

Three Lakes Academy 
to Recreation 

Complex 
30,000 Township Board 

Ericson Center 
Three Lakes 

Academy 
 

Local funds, RP, 
USDA-RD 

Update playground 
equipment at 

Learning Center 
and Rec Area 

Three Lakes Academy 100,000 
Three Lakes 

Academy, Portage 
Twp. 

Ericson Center, 
Three Lakes 

Academy 

MDNR-TF, RP, 
Local Funds, CF, 

 

Trail system can be designed with local expertise. 

*Drawings of Shoepac River Fishing Pier and Portage Creek Fishing Pier can be found in Appendix D. 
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2025 

 

Project Location Estimated Cost Project 
Leadership 

Project Partners Appropriate 
Grant Sources 

Upgrade Ball Field with 
appropriate fencing, 
improved infields. 

Rec. Complex 50,000 Township Board Local sources RP, CF 

Build 2 new Pickle ball 
Courts.  Replace current 
tennis court & basketball 

court surfaces. Install 
additional fencing and 

access points. 

Rec. Complex 100,000 Township Board Local sources RP, CF 

Created designated 
parking areas. Install 
natural boundaries. 

Rec. Complex 60,000 Township Board Local sources RP, CF 

 

2026 
 

Project Location Estimated Cost Project 
Leadership Project Partners Appropriate 

Grant Sources 

Improve Docks and 
launch areas; create 

Municipal Dock areas. 

Watts Stamper & 
Saw Wa Quato 

Access Sites 
40,000 Township Board  MDNR-TF, RP, 

Local Funds, CF 

Add pavilion at 
Recreation Area Rec. Complex 40,000 Township Board  MDNR-TF, RP, 

Local Funds, CF 
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2027 
 

Project Location Estimated Cost Project Leadership Project Partners Appropriate 
Grant Sources 

Shoreline restoration and 
Improve waterfront 

recreational capabilities 

Sa Wa Quato 
Park 80,000 Township Board MDNR MNRTF 

Recreation Passport 

Improve accessibility to 
artesian well and well 

enclosure 

Sa Wa Quato 
Park 15,000 Township Board 

Local service 
organizations and 

businesses 
Local funds 

 
 

2028 
 

Project Location Estimated Cost Project 
Leadership Project Partners Appropriate 

Grant Sources 

Construct Pavilion Sa Wa Quato Park 50,000 Township Board 
Local service 

organizations and 
businesses 

Township funds 
Local funds 

RP 
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APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL MAPS 
 
The maps on the following pages were produced by the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional 
Planning and Development Commission using data procured from the following sources:  
 

 Portage Township: Land Cover 
o Source: National Land Cover Database 2011, which was created by the Multi-

Resolution Land Characteristics Consortium. 
 Portage Township: Soils 

o Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources (2014) via the Center for 
Shared Solution, Michigan Department of Information Technology; and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (2012).  

 Portage Township: Elevation 
o Source: Michigan Department of Technology, Management and Budget via the 

Center of Geographic Information.  
 Portage Township: Land Ownership 

o Source: Soil Survey Geographic Database (2013) via ESRI Arc Online.  
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APPENDIX B: PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

1. Watts Stamper Park 
 

 
 

2. Portage Twp. Recreation Area
 

 

 

 
 

3. Portage Township Learning Center 
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4. Sa Wa Quato Park/Boat Launch
 

 

 

 
 

5. Cooks Bay Boat Launch 
 

 
 

6. South Manistique Campground
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7. Wolf Road Boat Launch/Fishing Pier
 

 

 

 
 

8. Ericson Center for the Arts 
 

 
 

9. Orchard Path 
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APPENDIX C: QUESTIONNAIRE & ANALYSIS 
 

2015 QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

1. Are you a resident of the Eastern Upper Peninsula (Mackinac County, Luce County, and Mackinac County)? 
a. Yes 
b. No (Skip to question 5) 

2. In which municipality (city, village, or township) do you reside? 
3. Which kind of resident are you? 

a. Year-round 
b. Seasonal 

4. How long have you been a resident at your current location? 
5. Overall, how satisfied are you with the present number of public parks and recreation facilities available in 

your municipality?  
a. Very satisfied 
b. Satisfied 
c. Neutral 
d. Dissatisfied 
e. Very dissatisfied  

6. Overall, how satisfied are you with the maintenance of public parks and recreation facilities available in your 
municipality?  

a. Very satisfied 
b. Satisfied 
c. Neutral 
d. Dissatisfied 
e. Very dissatisfied  

7. Overall, how satisfied are you with the amount of land that tis preserved in your municipality? 
a. Very satisfied 
b. Satisfied 
c. Neutral 
d. Dissatisfied 
e. Very dissatisfied  

8. Approximately how often during the past year did you, or members of your household, use or visit any public 
park or recreation facility located within your municipality? 

a. Several times a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Rarely 
d. Only when it’s warm 
e. Only in the winter 
f. Never 

9. Which parks or recreation facilities (trails, marinas campgrounds, stadiums, gyms, etc.) do you use 
frequently? 

10. What additional recreational facilities does your community need? 
11. Which of your municipality’s recreation programs do you use? 
12. What recreation programs would you like to have in your municipality? 
13. Would you be willing to pay a nominal fee for entrance to improved parks and recreational facilities?  

a. Yes 
b. No 

14. What is your age? 
a. Less than 18 years old 
b. 18 to 24 years old 
c. 25 to 44 years old 
d. 45 to 64 years old 
e. More than 65 years old 
f. I prefer not to answer 

15. What is your gender? 
a. Male 
b. Female 
c. I prefer not to answer 
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ANALYSIS OF 2015 QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 
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APPENDIX D: PROJECT RESOURCES (SITE PLANS, ETC.) 
 
SHOEPAC RIVER FISHING PIER DRAWING (Courtesy of Sanders & Czapski Associates) 
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PORTAGE CREEK FISHING PIER DRAWING (Courtesy of Sanders & Czapski Associates) 
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PORTAGE TOWNSHIP PARK SITE PLAN 

Spark Grant Application, 2022 
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APPENDIX E: PUBLIC NOTICES & ADOPTION MEETING 
MATERIALS 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
EUPRPDC’s Facebook page: August 13th, 2015; August 17th, 2015 
EUP News press release: August 14th, 2015 
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30-DAY REVIEW PERIOD NOTICE 
 
Date of the Notice:  
Type of the Notice: Newspaper  
Plan Location: Portage Township office, Curtis Library 
Duration of Draft Plan Public Review  
Copy of the Notice: 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Date of Notice: December 13, 2018 & 1-14-19 The Advisor newspaper,  
Public Notice on Township office door as of 1-2-19 
Name of Newspaper: St. Ignace News 
Date of Meeting: 1-15-19 
Copy of the Notice:  
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COPY OF ADOPTION MEETING MINUTES 
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APPENDIX F: POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORTS 
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